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PPS RECORDS FOR 
60 MAPLE STREET 

(Known as 14 or 16 Maple until 1895) 
PLAT 23, LOT 285 

 
WILLIAM H. AND GEORGE DYER HOUSE 

Built 1854 
 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
“A square, 3-story, flat-roofed, Italianate house with wide projecting eaves, a 3-bay 
front, and central entrance vestibule, and sided with asphalt shingles.  Dyer was a 
housewright who constructed a number of buildings in the district.”  [Note:  the exterior 
of the building was recently restored, including replacement of asphalt shingles with 
wood weatherboard siding.] 
 --Pine Street Historic District National Register Nomination 
 
The house stands on a 3,771 sq.ft. corner lot on the south side of Maple Street and the 
east side of Prince Street.  The block is bounded by Maple Street on the north, the I-95 
Service Road on the east, Point Street on the south, and Prince Street on the west.  
 
 
HISTORY: 
 
William H. Dyer and George Dyer (presumably related to each other) were carpenters 
who built a number of houses on speculation in the neighborhood around Pine Street.  
In May 1854 they purchased a vacant lot at the southeast corner of Maple and Prince 
Streets, and by August 1 of that year they had been assessed for taxes on a house on 
the property, so the house was erected fairly quickly. (Or, construction may have begun 
before the sale of the property was officially completed).  City directories indicate that 
neither man ever lived in this house, instead residing at various addresses on Pine 
Street for the period 1854-1870.  It was not possible to trace the names of occupants of 
60 Maple during this period, as city directories are organized by resident names, rather 
than by street address. 
 
Tax records indicate that William H. Dyer’s widow, Mary C. Dyer, owned this house in 
1877; another William H. Dyer (presumably the son) and his wife Hannah then owned 
the house until 1917.  After the Dyers relinquished ownership, the house changed 
hands more than a dozen times.  According to the assessor’s office, it is presently 
owned by the City of Providence.  
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DEVELOPMENT CONTEXT: 1 
 
When Providence was first founded in 1636, all development was located on the east 
side of the Providence River.  Several existing native pathways provided overland 
transportation routes to and from the settlement, among them the Pequot Trail, which 
during the Colonial period became a major thoroughfare known as the Pawtuxet Road, 
now Broad Street.  Land on the west side of the Providence River remained 
undeveloped until the well into the 18th century. Among the major landowners south of 
the Pawtuxet Road was John Field, whose farm contained the land where Maple Street 
is located today. 
 
In 1772 the Providence Aqueduct Company was chartered to create a water supply 
system for houses on the west side of the Providence River; a spring on Field’s farm, 
near today’s Conduit and Stewart Streets, provided the water.  South of Field’s farm 
was a hospital, deliberately isolated from the inhabited part of the town to prevent the 
spread of contagion; a 1798 map of Providence shows the “Road to the Hospital and 
Pawtuxet,” now Plain Street.  Also adjacent to Field’s farm were several burying 
grounds. 
 
After the Revolution and as the 19th century progressed, Providence experienced 
tremendous growth, and development expanded into the former farmlands west of the 
Providence River.  By the 1830s, Friendship and Point Streets were extended 
southwest across the river, crossing Plain Street.   By 1857, when a comprehensive 
atlas of the city was published, this formerly isolated area had become a neighborhood 
of working class and middle class residents, conveniently situated just southwest of the 
central business district of downtown Providence. Among the many new streets existing 
as of 1857 were Maple, Prince, and Hemlock (later Beacon Avenue, now partially 
obliterated by Interstate 95).  The block on which 60 Maple Street stands was fully built 
out by 1875. 
 
 
DESIGNATIONS   
 
60 Maple Street is located within the Pine Street Historic District, listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1987; the building is identified as “William H. Dyer House, 
ca. 1855.” 
 
 
RECORDS (All Records were found in Providence City Hall unless otherwise noted). 
 
Maps and Atlases (All in Archives unless otherwise noted) 
 
1798:  “A Map of Owners of Lots in Providence,” compiled by Henry B. Chace in 1912:  
Plates XII and XIII.  Maple Street does not exist at this time, nor do most of the present-
day surrounding streets (e.g. Prince, Point, Friendship, Beacon, Prairie); in 1798, this 
                                                      
1 Source: Pine Street Historic District National Register nomination (1987). 
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area lay in the southeast corner of a large parcel of land owned by Heirs of Deacon 
John Field.  Field’s land was bounded on the north by Pawtuxet Road (now Broad 
Street) and on the northeast and east by the “Road to the New Burying Ground” and 
“Road to the Hospital” (now Plain Street).  The burying ground belonged to the 
Benevolent and Beneficent Societies, and lay to the south of Field’s land; a pathway 
leading from the road to the burial ground later became Beacon Street.  Today’s Point 
Street runs between the burial ground and the southern boundary of Field’s land. 
 
1849:  “Plat of Lots Belonging to the Benevolent Congregational Society,” surveyed and 
platted by Cushing and Walling, January 1849; recorded on January 9, 1849 in Plat 
Book 3, Page 80, copied on plat card 98.  Shows the block bounded by Maple, Hemlock 
(later Beacon), Point, and Prince Streets, subdivided into 16 house lots.  The lot at the 
corner of Maple and Prince is numbered 9, and measures 38 feet wide on Maple, 97 
feet long on Prince. (Registry of Deeds) 
 
1857:  “Map of Providence,” by H.F. Walling, Page D3.  Shows the block bounded by 
Maple, Prince, Hemlock (later Beacon), and Point Streets, subdivided with house lots. 
A house stands at the southeast corner of Maple and Prince Streets; street address, lot 
size, owner name are not indicated.  Just south of Point Street is the Beneficent 
Congregational Church Cemetery.  Five other houses have been built on this block by 
this time. 
  
1875:  “Atlas of the City of Providence,” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Vol. 2 (Ward 6), Plate F.  
Shows the block bounded by Maple, Beacon, Point, and Prince Streets.  A house with 
no street address stands at the southeast corner of Maple and Prince Streets, on a 
double lot measuring 7,372 sq.ft., owned by William H. Dyer.  A large outbuilding 
occupies the southeast corner of the lot (that corner is now part of a separate property 
next door to the east).  The adjacent lot east of Dyer’s property has a house on it 
numbered 12 (now 52 Maple), so Dyer’s house would not have been numbered “60” at 
this time.  The entire block, save one lot at the corner of Maple and Beacon, has been 
built out. 
 
1882:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 6, shows the block 
bounded by Maple, Beacon, Point, and Prince Streets.  A house with no street address 
stands at the southeast corner of Maple and Prince Streets, on a double lot numbered 
74, owned by William H. Dyer.  A large outbuilding occupies the southeast corner of the 
lot.  The adjacent house to the east is still numbered 12 Maple.  Sewer and water lines 
have been installed around this entire block, which is fully built out.  
  
1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by Everts & Richards, Plate 11 (pp. 52-53), 
shows the block bounded by Maple, Beacon, Point, and Prince Streets.  The house at 
the southeast corner of Maple and Prince is now numbered 60 Maple; its lot size has 
been reduced to 3,686 sq.ft. (the original lot was subdivided; a small part of Dyer’s 
former outbuilding now straddles the east lot line).  The owner’s name is not indicated.  
Public transportation (streetcars) is available on nearby Point, Prairie, and Friendship 
Streets.  
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1902:  Assessors Plat Maps, Plat 23, shows that the block bounded by Maple, Beacon, 
Point, and Prince Streets.  The lot at the southeast corner of Maple and Prince is 
numbered 285, and measured 3,686 sq.ft.  No buildings are shown on this map. 
 
1908:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by L.J. Richards Co., Plate 16. Shows the block 
bounded by Maple, Beacon, Point, and Prince Streets.  The house at 60 Maple, 
standing on a 3,686 sq.ft. lot, is owned by Willliam H. Dyer [Jr.]; there are no 
outbuildings.    
 
1918:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 6. Shows the block 
bounded by Maple, Beacon, Point, and Prince Streets.  The house at 60 Maple, 
standing on a 3,686 sq.ft. lot, is owned by D. Brown; there are no outbuildings.  The 
map refers to the Benevolent Congregational Society Plat (no plat card number). 
 
1926:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 6. Shows the block 
bounded by Maple, Beacon, Point, and Prince Streets.  The house at 60 Maple, 
standing on a 3,977 sq.ft. lot, is owned by the Brown Estate; there are no outbuildings.  
(Note the lot size has increased slightly since the previous atlas was published.) The 
map refers to the Benevolent Congregational Society Plat on plat card 98. 
 
1937:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 6. Shows the block 
bounded by Maple, Beacon, Point, and Prince Streets.  The house at 60 Maple, 
standing on a 3,977 sq.ft. lot, is owned by S. Markowitz; there are no outbuildings.  
(Note that the present lot size is 3,771 sq.ft., so it was reduced slightly sometime after 
this atlas was published.) The map refers to the Benevolent Congregational Society Plat 
on plat card 98. 
 
Deeds (Registry of Deeds) 
 
Deed Book 145, Page 254:  On May 17, 1854, the Benevolent Congregational Society 
of Providence, for $1.00, sold to William H. Dyer and George Dyer of Providence, in 
company under the name of Wm. H. and George Dyer, a lot of land on the west side of 
the river, being Lot #9 on a plat of lots formerly belonging to the grantors, surveyed and 
platted by Cushing and Walling and recorded in Plat Book 3, Page 80.  “The present 
conveyance is made in consequence of defects in a former deed of the Benevolent 
Congregational Society conveying the premises to the Swan Point Cemetery Co., the 
grantors of the said William H. and George Dyer, and is intended as a confirmation of 
the deed to said Swan Point Cemetery Co. and the title of the present grantees.”  The 
deed does not mention any buildings on the lot. 
 
Deed Book 145, Page 255:  On March 2, 1857, George Dyer of Providence, for $1.00, 
conveyed to William H. Dyer of Providence all rights to numerous parcels of land, 
including Lot #9 on the plat of lands formerly belonging to the Beneficent 
Congregational Society, with all buildings and improvements thereon [referring to the 
house at 60 Maple].  The deed noted that this property was the same conveyed by deed 
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to William H. and George Dyer by the Swan Point Cemetery Co. on May 9, 1853 (DB 
133/133), and that “the same lot #9 was again conveyed to William H. Dyer and George 
Dyer by the Beneficent Congregational Society, bearing date May 17, 1853, the first 
from the Swan Point Cemetery Co. being imperfect.” 
 
Intent to Build Records (Archives) 
 
No records found. 
 
Tax Records (Archives) 
Tax records are available from 1827 to the present.  Prior to 1854, tax records were 
published in a book listing the property owner alphabetically by name, the total 
assessment for any real and personal property (without specifying where real estate 
was located), and the total tax due.  Beginning in 1854, the city kept ledgers (organized 
by property owner name) indicating the plat and lot number of any real estate and the 
assessed value and taxes therefor. 
 
Tax Ledger A1, Page 271:  As of August 1, 1854, William H. and George Dyer owned 
Plat 23, Lot 285.  The lot measured 3,686 sq.ft. and was assessed at $737 for land and 
$3,300 for buildings.  [Thus, the house at 60 Maple was standing at this time.]  The 
property was transferred on March 2, 1857 to William H. Dyer, DB 145/255. 
 
Tax Ledger A3, Page 173:  As of March 2, 1857, William H. Dyer owned Plat 23, Lot 
285.  The lot measured 3,686 sq.ft. and was assessed at $740 for land and $3,700 for 
buildings.   
 
Directories (Archives) 
 
Providence City Directories contain a street directory, noting all existing streets, and a 
residents’ directory organized alphabetically by last name; these also included a house 
directory, listing residential buildings by street address, from 1892-1894. 
 
1854 -1855  William H. Dyer, carpenter, home corner Pine and Stewart Street. 
  George Dyer, carpenter, home corner Pine and Stewart Street. 
 
1856-1857 William H. Dyer (W.H. & G. Dyer), carpenter at 48 Stewart Street,  
   home 206 Pine Street. 
  George Dyer, carpenter at 48 Stewart Street, home 206 Pine Street. 
 
1858-1869 William H. Dyer, carpenter at 48 Stewart Street, home 231 Pine Street. 
  George Dyer, carpenter at 48 Stewart Street, home 231 Pine Street. 
 
1870  William H. Dyer not listed, nor Mary C. Dyer his widow. 
  George Dyer and George E. Gulick, carpenters at 88 Clifford Street,  
   home 378 Pine Street. 
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Assessor’s Chain of Title Cards  (Assessor’s Office) 
 
[Note: Asterisked notations on the chain of title cards are reproduced verbatim below; 
an explanation thereof may be sought from the assessor’s office.] 
 
PLAT 23, LOT 285 – PRINCE STREET (1877-1983); MAPLE STREET (1983-present) 
 
Mary C. Dyer, widow William H. Dyer – owner as of May 1, 1877. 
William H. Dyer [son] – owner as of December 2, 1901. 
Hannah B. Dyer, wife of William H. Dyer – owner as of November 1, 1915. 
David Brown – owner as of January 2, 1917. 
David and Lena Brown – owners as of April 1, 1919. 
Morris S. Markowitz – owner as of December 1, 1920. 
Lena Brown – owner as of December 1, 1925. 
Lena Brown Estate – owner as of March 1, 1925/1926 [year is illegible]. 
Maurice S., Sarah E., and Joseph Markowitz, and Edward P. Brown – owners as of 

June 1926. 
Joseph Markowitz, Edward P. Brown and Sarah E. Markowitz – owners as of  
 December 1928. 
Louis Karras and Jeanette Karras, joint tenants – owners as of February 1947. 
Daisy Surette and Francis Maciorowski, joint tenants – owners as of November 1951. 
Talbot House, Inc. – owner as of October 14, 1971.  Refers to Deed Book 1163/Page 
 1073. 
Y&S Realty Corporpation – owner as of March 1, 1979.  Ref DB 1211/428. 
William T. Larson and Alfred Falk, joint tenants – owners as of January 18, 1983. 
 Ref DB 1241/331, 624. 
William T. Larson – owner as of December 27, 1984.  Ref DB 1280/405. 
Patrick T. Conley (1/4), Gail C. Cahalan (1/4), Paul R. Campbell (1/4), Fernando S. 
 Cunha and M. Rachel Cunha (1/4), tenants in common – owners as of July 6, 
 1989.  Ref DB 2061/232. 
William T. Larson – owner as of December 28, 1990.  Ref DB 2343/44. 
Olivia Realty and Manly Realty, tenants in common, tax sale – owner as of July 23, 
 1993.  Ref DB 2786/216.*   
William T. Larson – owner as of February 15, 1995.  Ref DB 3095/141.** 
City of Providence – owner as of December 2001.  [current owner, according to the 
most recent (2002) tax book.] 
 
The following notes were found on the reverse side of the last field card for this 
property: 
* - ”TAC 6/30/94; should have been transferred to PRA 10/14/99.” 
** - “City of Providence tax sale DB 3001/301, 8/17/94.  Red DB 3166/250, 7/19/95.” 
“City of Providence tax sale DB 3618/259, 8/25/97.” 
 
 
Research compiled by Kathryn J. Cavanaugh 
August 2004 
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